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Highways Bettering the Economy and Environment (BEE) Pollinator Protection Act
H.R. 2738
Highway right-of-ways (ROWs) managed by State Departments of Transportation (State DOTs) represent about
17 million acres of opportunity where significant economic and conservation/environmental benefits can be
achieved through integrated vegetation management (IVM) practices that can significantly reduce mowing and
maintenance costs for cash-strapped State DOTs. In addition, these plantings provide habitat and migratory
corridors for pollinators, ground nesting birds and other small wildlife, especially bees and butterflies in critical
need of healthy forage and nesting areas.
The Highways Bettering the Economy and Environment Act (Highways BEE Act-H.R. 2378) directs the
Secretary of Transportation to use existing1 authorities, programs and funding to encourage and facilitate IVM
and pollinator habitat efforts by willing State DOTs and other transportation ROWs managers. The Secretary of
Transportation would:
 Encourage IVM practices on roadsides and other transportation ROWs, including reduced mowing;
 Encourage native plantings (resulting in enhanced development of habitat for pollinators);
 Encourage “cooperative conservation” leveraging through partnerships and coordination with stakeholders
in support of pollinators and native plantings;
 Conduct or facilitate research and demonstration projects on the economic and environmental benefits and
best practices for IVM, reduced mowing and native plantings for pollinator habitat; and
 Report to Congress on actions being taken and recommendations.
The legislation also amends the existing eligibility account (Section 329) for control of noxious weeds and
establishment of native species, by adding “provision of habitat for pollinators.”
Lead Sponsors: Reps. Alcee L. Hastings (D-FL) and Jeff Denham (R-CA). Additional original cosponsors:
Jackie Speier (D-CA), John Conyers, Jr. (D-MI), Chellie Pingree (D-ME), Jeff Fortenberry (R-NE).
Staff Contacts: Matt Price (Hastings) matthew.price@mail.house.gov
Tracey Chow (Denham) tracey.chow@mail.house.gov
Additional Background:
 Management of highway ROWs has a number of important existing objectives, such as safety, drainage,
water quality and invasive weeds management.
 A number of State DOT’s are leading innovators in pursuing ROWs management objectives through IVM,
including reduced mowing, either voluntarily, or through legislation or policies at the State level (for
example, Minnesota).
o Maintenance cost savings of reduced mowing alone are reportedly 20-25%.
o The Association of American State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO) Vegetation
Management Guidelines (March 2011) advances important IVM principles and recommendations
consistent with the objectives of this legislation.
 Replacing fescues and similar grasses with biodiverse plantings of locally appropriate native forbs2 and
grasses can help reduce mowing requirements and costs over the longer term. Care should be taken to
avoid species that increase forage attractiveness to deer and other large ungulates.
 Pollinators, such as bees, birds, bats, and butterflies, are essential to healthy ecosystems and are vital
partners in American agriculture.
o Pollinators are suffering drastic population loss, due in part to loss of habitat.
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NO new authorities, programs or mandates.
Flowering plants whose leaves and stems die down to the ground at the end of each growing season.
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o

IVM, including reduced mowing and enhanced plantings of native forbs and grasses, can provide
critical habitat and migratory corridors for pollinators, ground nesting birds and other small wildlife
and improve pollination services for neighboring ag lands and other landscapes.
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NATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS and BUSINESSES SUPPORTING H.R. 2381

Pollinator Partnership
American Beekeeping Federation
American Farmland Trust
American Forests
American Honey Producers Association
American Horticulture Industry Association (AmericanHort)
American Seed Trade Association
American Society of Landscape Architects
Applewood Seed Company
Bee Culture Magazine
Bee Health at eXtension.org
Blue Diamond Growers
Burt's Bees
Center for Food Safety
Defenders of Wildlife
DuPont Pioneer
Entomological Society of America
Ernst Conservation Seeds
Great Sunflower Project
Haagen-Dazs Ice Cream, Nestle Dreyer's Ice Cream
Jarden Corporation
Jasper Wyman & Son
Keep America Beautiful, Inc.
Monarch Watch
National Association of Conservation Districts
National Farmers Union
National Gardening Association
National Pest Management Association
National Sustainable Agriculture Coalition
Natural Resources Defense Council
Professional Landcare Network
Project Apis m.
Saint Louis Zoo
Society of American Florists
Syngenta Crop Protection, LLC
The Xerces Society
Toyota
U.S. Apple Association
United Fresh Produce Association
Waste Management
Wildlife Habitat Council
Group Letter Also Signed By:
210 Regional Organizations
60+ Researchers
2,800 Individuals
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Pollinator Partnership:
The Pollinator Partnership (P2) is a nonprofit organization headquartered in San Francisco, California. P2’s
mission is to catalyze stewardship of biodiversity. P2 places a high priority on efforts to protect and enhance
animal pollinators (invertebrates, birds and mammals) and their habitats in both working and wild lands. P2
manages the North American Pollinator Protection Campaign (NAPPC), a growing, collaborative body of more
than 140 diverse partners. NAPPC’s respected scientists, researchers, conservationists and government officials
and dedicated volunteers are succeeding with major programs to protect pollinators, raise issues related to
pollinators, and benefit the health of all species – particularly those most threatened. More information about
P2 and NAPPC may be accessed at www.pollinator.org and www.nappc.org.
For Additional Information Contact:
 Laurie Davies Adams, Executive Director
 Tom Van Arsdall, Director of Public Policy
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LDA@pollinator.org
tva@pollinator.org

(415) 362-1137
(703) 509-4746
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