


How to get involved

Pollinators need our help. Luckily there are
many things your congregation and youth
group can do. Here are a few ideas:

» Church grounds offer a great place to plant
a pollinator garden to attract and offer
habitat for pollinators. Gardens allow
adequate food, shelter, and water sources.
You can introduce a diversity of plants to
support a variety of pollinators. Flowers
of different color, fragrance, and season
of bloom will attract different pollinator
species and provide pollen and nectar
throughout the seasons. For more ideas
on gardens: www.fs.fed.us/wild owers/
pollinators/gardening.shtml

» Research and select plants that provide
nectar and larval food for pollinators.
Access the free Ecoregional Pollinator
Planting Guides at www.pollinator.org/
guides.htm

 Plant, water and watch your garden. Notice
pollinators that visit and note the owers
that they like. Share your observations with
www.pollinator.org

* Build bee boxes to encourage solitary, non-
aggressive bees to nest on church property.
For instructions on building bee boxes:
www.fs.fed.us/wild owers/pollinators/
beebox.shtml

e Have a pollinator themed Sunday service.
Celebrate food, owers, biodiversity, and
creation.

« Start a Pollinator Team or a Garden Team to
help cultivate your garden and educate your

congregation.

ldeas for our church

Did you know that bees and honey are
mentioned 21 times in the Bible? Honey was
a symbol for abundance and God’s blessings.
It represents the fat of the land as well as a
healing and spiritual elixer.

“And _he put fprth the end of the rod, “Then Samson went down to Timnah with
and dipped it in the honeycomb. And he his father and mother, and came as far
carried his hand to his mouth and his eyes as the vineyards of Timnah; and behold, a

were enlightened. (1 Sam 14: 27)” young lion came roaring toward him. The

Spirit of the LORD came upon him mightily,

e Find passages that touch on nature, food, i
so that he tore him as one tears a young

agriculture, animals and owers in the Green

Bible, New Revised Standard Version, 2008 goat though he had nothing in his hand...
When he returned later to take her, he
“A land of wheat and barley, and vines, tumed aside to look at the carcass of the
and g trees and pomegrates: lion; and behold, a swarm of bees and honey
a land of oil olive and honey, were in the body of the lion. So he scraped
a land wherein thou shall eat bread the honey into his hands and went on, eat-
without scarceness, thou shall not lack ing as he went. (Judges 14.5-9)"
any thing in it.... (Deut 8:8)" « Have a celebration. Break

e Give a sermon on the joy of creation. ground on your garden. Talk

Consider Genesis 1:11-12. Then God said, elvg N Yy Cai iy
“Let the land produce vegetation: seed- practices and the bene ts of
bearing plants and trees on the land that locally produced foods.

bear fruit with seed in it, according to their « Suggest to your congregants
various kinds.” And it was so. The land a reduction in pesticide use
produced vegetation: plants bearing seed and ideas for substituting
according to their kinds and trees bearing owerbeds and native grasses
fruit with seed in it according to their kinds. for lawns. Enjoy the wonders
And God saw that it was good. Recognize of creation!

and acknowledge owers and their

pollinators.

Bees are a symbol of the forces of good over
evil. In the story of Samson killing a lion on his
way to Timnah, bees and honey appear in the
slain carcass of a lion. By inhabiting the lion,
bees signify that with the defeat of wickedness
comes the sweetness of grace.

The owers appear on the earth, the
time of singing has come,

and the voice of the turtledove is

heard in our land.

(Song of Solomon, 2.12)

You may also be interested in the following broch
available at www.pollinator.org
* Protecting Monarchs

* Solving Your Pest Problems Without Harming Pollinators
* Your School and Pollinators
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