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Seeing Insects in a Whole New 
Light

Our Relationship with Insects and the Plants 
they Pollinate

Brad Howie 



About Me! 

Aanii Kina Wiya Brad Howie 
nindizhinikaaz  
Hello Everyone I’m Brad Howie

Nbissing ndbendaagoz 
Nipissing First Nation is my 
community

Nimkii Brad Howie MES, BSc

Manoomin Learning

Friend to all Nature 



Indigenous Peoples of the Northeast Woodlands 
of Turtle Island 



Our Relationships?



Our Relationship with Insects



How do you see Insects?



• To teach us?
Syrphid 

• Pollinate
• Provide food for other 

organisms
• Predatory and parasitic
• Aerate Soil 

Insects Roles and Responsibilities in Creation 



Mnidoosh

Insects

‘Little Spirit’



Aanii

‘Hello’



‘I see your light’

















Insects see our light, but do we see theirs?



How do you see Insects?



Personal Perception of Insects 

Cultural Perception of Insects 

Perception of Insects 

I wonder if it is more of a cultural 
perception of how we see insects 



Perception

So much of our interactions with 
the environment has to do with 
our relationships and our 
perspectives of beings in the 
environment 

When we reframe our perspective 
our relationship changes 



Our Relationship with the
Plants Insects Pollinate
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If you like Insects you're going to have 
to learn about Plants 
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Milkweed Beetle 
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MilkWEED 
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Milkweed and the Monarch 
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Deep Relationship between Insects and Plants 

Reciprocal 



What does OUR Relationship have to do with it?

Doodooshaaboojiibik
Dandelion
(Taraxaum offcinale)  



What does OUR Relationship have to do with it?



Perception of Weeds

I wonder if it is more of a cultural 
perception of how we see plants



How do you see weeds?How do you see weeds?



Manoomin Learning 
Planting Seeds for Education and STEM Success

Website

LinkedIn 

Services 

If you’d like to learn more please email me 

manoominlearning@gmail.com

• Land based walks (Southern Ontario)

• Workshops

• Consulting and Professional Development 

• Garden Advising

• Educational resources 

mailto:manoominlearning@gmail.com
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Questions?
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