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Lights Out for Lepidoptera: Helping Moths (and 
Your Garden) by Preserving the Night 

Bee Redfield - Conservation Director, Pollinator Partnership 

When we think about pollinators, it’s easy to picture butterflies flitting 

around in daylight or bees gathering nectar under the sun. But there's an 

entirely different crew of pollinators that take over after dark—quietly, 

efficiently, and largely unnoticed. Among the most important? Moths. 

These nighttime pollinators may not get the fanfare of their daytime 

counterparts, but they play an essential role in supporting native plants, 

feeding birds and bats, and helping gardens and wild spaces bloom. 

Unfortunately, their work is being disrupted by something as simple as the 

lights we leave on at night. (Photo by Tom Ress.) 
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Member Benefits 

Don’t forget that your membership comes with a list of benefits – including 

access to the members only webpage , where we post all of our member 

webinars after they premiere! Weren’t able to make one? That’s okay! Check 

out the webinar tab and find the one you missed, such as June’s member 

webinar Urban Biodiversity . 

Speaking of urban biodiversity, we want to make you 

aware of this article by Dr. Gordon Frankie titled 

Your Urban Garden is Better with Bees . 

Don’t miss this video by Becky Griffin (Great Southeast Pollinator Census) 

and Sara Wittenberg (Bee Friendly Gardening) discussing all the different 

types of pollinators! 

Have You Registered Your 
Bee Friendly Garden? 

Already have a Bee Friendly Garden but haven’t registered it yet? Take this 

important next step and add your garden to our growing network of BFGs 

across North America! We will add it to our garden map, invite you to 

purchase a sign to show others what habitat can look like, and encourage 

you to join our iNaturalist project to document all of the pollinators using 

your BFG. 

REGISTER YOUR GARDEN 

Haven’t built your BFG yet? Check out our new resource on components of 

a Bee Friendly Garden, and get started! 

BUILD YOUR BFG 

Tomato and Avocado Bruschetta 

Want more pollinator-friendly recipes? Check out our full cookbook . 

GET RECIPE 

My Favorite Native 

Tell us all about your favorite native plant, why you love it, and what 

pollinators love it. If possible include a photo of the plant in your garden. 

We would love to feature your favorite in an upcoming BFG newsletter. 

Simply email bfg@pollinator.org 

This year I’m adding blazing star ( Liatris ) to my garden. These beautiful 

pops of purple are favorites to butterflies like the pipevine swallowtail. 

(Photo by Andy Grinstead.) 

Notable Dates: 

July - Smart Irrigation Month 

July 28 - World Nature Conservation Day 

July 19-27 National Moth Week 

Thank you from Sara Wittenberg, your Bee Friendly Gardening Manager 

Bee Friendly Gardening is for Every Landscape! 

Be a part of the Bee Friendly movement. 

bfg@pollinator.org 

415-362-1137 

​582 Market Street, Suite 1215 

San Francisco, CA 94104 
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