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Winter Plant Identification Training
For NRCS Field Office Staff
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Familiar SlghtS in the Field - not indications of quality habitat

Big Bluestem Tall or Canada Goldenrod Giant Ragweed
' issi ' — Ambrosia trifida

- ANa DpPOgon « - ns1is

.ﬂ'\otos: Eleanor Sc achg

" PARTNERSHIP



Getting familiar with botanical terminology

lllustrated Plant Structures

Leaf Shapes
terete  subulate linear lanceolate oblanceolate elliptic oblong spatulate ovate
obavate rhomboid deltoid orbicular hastate sagittate reniform
Leaf Margins
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entire  dentate denticulate serrate serrulate crenate  lacerate  sinuate  lobed  pinnatifid palmatifid undulate  revolute

Leaf Bases
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A Leaf Tips
acuminate acute rounded truncate obtuse emarginate obcordate cuspidate mucronate
Leaf Attachments /
4
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peltate petiolate (stalked) sessile clasping sheath
Leaf Arrangements
compound leaf
(see mora balow)
1
leaflet
simple leaf
{one blade) %
opposite alternate alternate spiral whorled rosette palmate
O+ leaves at node) (leaves radiate from
center chose o
around)

Compound Leaves

trifoliate even pinnate odd pinnate bipinnate digitate palmate
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Penstemon digitalis
foxglove beardtongue
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Penstemon digitalis
foxglove beardtongue
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Baptisia alba, bracteata, australis
wild white, cream and false indigo
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Baptisia alba, bracteata, australis
wild white, cream or false mdlgo
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Asclepias species
milkweeds
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Asclep
common milkweed
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Asclepias incarnata
swamp milkweed
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Asclepias tuberosa
butterfly milkweed
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Asclepias verticillata
whorled milkweed
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Asclepias Winter 1D
pictured: common milkweed
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Don’t be fooled by
other milky sap producing plants...

Spreadmg Dogbane (Apocynum androsaemzfolmm)

Flower Buds
Opening
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Flowers
it Bloom

Open Pod
with Seeds
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Rudbeckia hirta
black-eyed susan
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Rudbeckia hirta
black-eyed susan
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irginicum

Veronicastrum v
culver’s root
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Veronicastrum virginicum
culver’s root




Ratibida pinnata
yellow coneflower or gray-headed coneflower
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Ratibida pinnata
yellow coneflower or gray-headed coneflower
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Verbena hastata
blue vervain
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Desmanthus illinoensis
[1linois bundleflower
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Eryngium yuccifolium
rattlesnake master
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Silphium laciniatum, terebinthinaceum
compass plant, prairie dock




Helianthus mollis
ashy sunflower
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Helianthus divarcatus
woodland sunflower
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Chamaecrista fasciculata
partridge pea
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Oenothera biennis
common evening primrose
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Pycnanthemum tenuifolium
narrowleaf mountain mint
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Pycnanthemum virginianum
Virginia mountain mint
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Heliopsis helianthoides
ox-eye sunflower
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Echinacea purpurea
purple conetlower
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Monarda fistulosa
wild bergamot
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Coreopsis tripteris
tall coreopsis
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Helenium autumnale

sneezeweed
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Oligoneuron rigidum
stiff goldenrod
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Gentiana andrewsii
bottle gentian
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Symphyotrichum laeve ~ smooth blue aster
Symphyotmchum novae—anglzae ~ New England aster
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