
pollen and pesticide drift. The associated
environmental benefits include improving
soil quality, reducing nutrient/pesticide
runoff, conserving water, and improving 
air quality by reducing the need for
energy/transportation costs while
providing communities with greater food    
security. 

Info Sheet for 
Urban Producers and

Conventional Farmers

HIGH TUNNELS?
So You Want to InstallSo You Want to Install

High tunnels, or hoop houses, are a great way for
conventional and urban farmers to protect plants
from severe weather and extend the growing season
(and therefore crop yield); in some instances
producers are able to grow year-round via the use
of a high tunnel. Furthermore, the enclosed system
affords farmers more control over pests as well as 

VIDEO
SERIES ON
THE BASICS
OF HIGH
TUNNELS

Types of Tunnels
Parts of a High Tunnel
Site Selection
Squaring a High Tunnel
Building a High Tunnel

WATCH THIS
OVERVIEW BY

NRCS

Contact your local 
USDA NRCS service center

FOR MORE INFORMATION:

HIGH TUNNEL
SPECIFICATIONS AND
COMMON QUESTIONS

https://extension.psu.edu/high-tunnel-structures-the-basics
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZJb8hA4X5Pk
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/contact/find-a-service-center
https://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/api/CPSFile/33692/325_AR_GD_High_Tunnel_System-(Con)servation_Planning_Guide_2021

