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Why are our pollinators in trouble?
Pressures on Pollinators
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HABITAT LOSS

Why are our pollinators in trouble?
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We can bring them back!

CREATE HABITAT!



1. Keep the natural habitat you 
already have

2. Create/enhance habitat in other 
areas of your yard or garden

3. Reduce the use of pesticides

So… what can you do?



● Non-invasive + native plants

● Hedgerows + evergreens

● Dead + downed wood

● Brush + rock piles

● Leaf litter

● Hollow/pithy stems

● Bare patches of ground

Consider changing your 

management practices:

● Limit mowing 

● Limit tilling

Keep the Habitat You Have



(1)Food/Floral Resources

(2)Nesting Habitat (bare ground for bees, 

hollow stems for bees, host plants for 

butterflies/moths)

(3)Protection from Pesticides

Create the Habitat You Want



Create the Habitat You Want

Pollinator habitat can also 
mitigate other environmental 
concerns (control erosion, 
mitigate nutrient loss, 
phytoremediate soils, improve 
water quality)

Rain Dog Designs, Gig Harbor, WA

Rain gardens, bioswales, detention 

pond retrofits could be the 

foundation for pollinator gardens
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Native Plants

Eleanor Schumacher

Amber Barnes



Heidi Natura, Conservation Research Institute, 1995



Exposed: The Secret Life of Roots - US Botanic Garden
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Pre-Planting: Site Preparation

SITE PREP

SO 

IMPORTANT!!!

• Don’t skimp here

• It’s all about the soil

• Prepare your canvas

• Weed/invasives removal (sod)

• Bare dirt (= seed to soil contact)



2Site Prep Methods



Site Prep: Sheet Mulching
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Site Prep: Lasagna Gardening

Loveandlemons.com

Thespruceeats.com



Site Prep: Lasagna Gardening

Instructables.com gardenbasics.buzzsprout.com



Site Prep: Lasagna Gardening

Rootsnursery.com



Site Prep: Solarization

landscapeontario.com



Site Prep: Solarization

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC

WINNER:

6 week treatment with 

clear plastic

EXCEPTION:

Dandelions

https://scientificgardener.blogspot.com/2011/11/after-pit-or-trench-composting-and.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/


Site Prep: Sod Removal



Site Prep: Tilling

Lawrencetoolrental.com



Site Prep:
Tilling

CarbonStreaming.com



Pre-Planting: Site Prep
RAISED BEDS/CONTAINER GARDENING ACCESS TO WATER



Pre-Planting: Layout
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Pre-Planting: Supplies

Alfo Medeiros - pexels.com

Vecteezy.com



Pre-Planting: Supplies

Compost versus Mulch

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

https://labrujaverde.blogspot.com/2009/12/para-hacer-compost-casero.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/mulch
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Pre-Planting: Plants
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Pre-Planting: Arrangement



Planting

www.freepik.com



Post-Planting Maintenance

freepik.com



Post-Planting Maintenance

Andrea Badke



Post-Planting Maintenance
✔ Implement IPM strategies in your 

garden

• understand your system

• beneficial insects

• redefine “pests”

• monitoring

✔ Be mindful of/minimize the use of 

pesticides

Integrated Pest Management: 
Science-based process to solve pest 
problems while minimizing risks to 

people and the environment



Seasonal Maintenance (or not!)

Sleep, Creep, Leap

Chop and 
Drop



UMN Bee Lab



The “Why”



The “Why” Explained



My Garden



My Garden Evolution
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My Garden Evolution



My Garden



My Garden - Host Plants

Dutchman’s Pipevine - NCState 

Extension
Passionflower

3 milkweed species



My Garden - Food



My Garden - Food



Growing Food



All Sizes Matter
Container Garden

Home Garden Demonstration Site/

Community Garden

Restoration Site

K. Miskelly



No landscape is too small!  Even a 

container garden/window box provides 

valuable food resources to, say, a 

migrating butterfly.  

By adding pollinator habitat to your 

space you are increasing connectivity 

and helping wildlife!

Your Yard Matters!
Amber Barnes



YOUR YARD = BIG IMPACT
YOUR YARD + NEIGHBOR’S YARD = BIGGER IMPACT

Lora Morandin

Amber Barnes

Can they find:

*  Food?

* A place to raise their young?

* A pesticide-free environment?



NEIGHBORHOODS CAN CREATE CONNECTIVITY

Wildlife corridors are defined as 
narrow strips of land that differs, 
usually in terms of dominant 
vegetation, from the surrounding 
area. They serve as traveling 
avenues for wildlife species 
between two similar yet 
fragmented habitat areas, and 
provide important sources of food 
and cover for many species.



http://beefriendlygardening.org
















Kristin Wyatt Billy Synk



Jose Carlos

Garfias





Stephanie Lewis

Scholl Community Garden



Katie Bliss



Tiffani Harrison





RESOURCES
Partner Programs & Resources



77



78



Sara Wittenberg

sw@pollinator.org

Thank you! 
Questions?

CHECK OUT BFG
PRESENTATION 

EVALUATION
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