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The Pollinators of the Night:

Why Bats Matter & How To
Support Them
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http://www.batcon.org/




* The only flying mammal
On all continents except Antarctica
1,500 species!
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All continents except Antarctica




Pollinating Bats
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Over 100 bat species
eat nectar (~7% AN
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Pollinating Bats

300+ plants are
pollinated by bats
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Pollinating Bats
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Bats vs Hummingbirds:
Who is the better pollinator?
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Hummingbird Bat



Bats vs Hummingbirds:
Who is the better pollinator?
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Hummingbird Bat



Spread more pollen

Bats often carry iy
pollen farther than

other animals

Photo: National Park Service
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Bat Conservation International’s
Agave Restoration Initiative



3 nectar-feeding species in the Southwest US and northern Mexico

Endangered
\




Mexican long-nosed bat
. (Leptonycteris nivalis)
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Agaves are
critical for
pregnant and
lactating

females,
particularly in
northern Mexico
and the U.S.




gaves provide cultural and economic resources
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Mexican long-nosed bat
(Leptonycteris nivalis)

b Population has
declined by

50%
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9 U.S. and
Mexican states
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« 100+ bi-national partners including ejidos and private landowners,
Tribes, NGOs, native plant nurseries, state and federal agencies,
universities, and industry
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Achievements to Date
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Collect native
agave seeds to
create regional
supply chains
for restoration
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seeds collected
from 8 states
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Grow native agaves
with local partner
nurseries and
communities
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Plant agaves In
critical bat areas



85,000+ agaves planted
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Protect agave habitat and

restore degraded lands
(soil and water restoration; regenerative
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5,800 hectares
protected or
restored

(14,300 acres)
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Educational workshops & teacher
trainings to foster

“enwronmental champlons”
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26,000 kids & adults
locally;
1.5 million+ people
worldwide
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Community science networks for
bat and agave monitoring
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* Collect environmental DNA (eDNA) of nectarivorous bats from
blooming agaves & hummingbird feeders
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o Liveupdates: Trump administration = Beardban  Pope’shealth  UnitedHealth Group shares  Voletta Wallace P —

US.NEWS

Arizona has added an endangered bat
to the list of night-flying creatures that
frequent the state
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Agave or bust! Mexican long-nosed
bats head farther north in search of
sweet nectar




How YOU can help bats!
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Gardening for Bats
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Gardening for Bats
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Gardening for Bats
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How to aftract bats to your backyard

Bats are an important part of a functioning ecosystem, and with natural habitats in
decline they need our help now more than ever. You can welcome bats in your very own
backyard by providing food, water, and shelter - creating bat habitat in even the smallest
of spaces. In return, insectivorous bats will eat many of your unwanted yard and garden

pests.
Plus, their nightly displays of aerial acrobatics are fascinating to observe.
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Check out our Guide fo Gardening
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* Plant night-blooming,
native flowers

« Herbs and aromatic
flowers

* Fruit trees

* |[nsect host plants (tree
and shrubs)

* Don’t use pesticides ) weatsme
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Other Backyard Bat Habitat s
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* Provide water (ponds, large natural pools, etc.) (~10 feet long or
more)
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* Provide roosting sites for bats: leave
dead trees and snags when possible
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e Install a bat house if natural roost sites
are being removed

https://www.batcon.org/about-bats/bat-house-guidelines/
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» “Adopt a Bat” from a bat organization!

BAT CONSERVATION
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Follow us to learn more!

X. @BatConlntl
Instagram: @batconservationinternational

Facebook: @BatCon

www.batcon.org/agaverestoration

2 batcon.org



	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5: 1,500 species
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26
	Slide 27
	Slide 28
	Slide 29
	Slide 30
	Slide 31
	Slide 32
	Slide 33
	Slide 34
	Slide 35
	Slide 36
	Slide 37
	Slide 38
	Slide 39
	Slide 40
	Slide 41
	Slide 42
	Slide 43
	Slide 44
	Slide 45
	Slide 46
	Slide 47
	Slide 48
	Slide 49
	Slide 50
	Slide 51
	Slide 52
	Slide 53
	Slide 54
	Slide 55
	Slide 56
	Slide 57

